

















J.S. BACH:
ORGAN WORKS: THE LEIPZIG CHORALES

John 0'Donnell organ
MR301084-2 (2CDs)

“Exemplary”
Gramophone (UK)

“A musical experience to be treasured”
Organ Pleno (Australia)

“This collection is wide-ranging in conception and
expression and is the perfect vehicle for revealing the
marvellously diverse colours of the Ahrend. 0’Donnell
brings his great depth of scholarship to bear on his
performances.”

The Age ‘Green Guide’ (Australia)

“The Ahrend organ sings! Its superb tonal voicing
ensures that it has enough variety to colour and shape
the music, and it has been faithfully recorded, giving
a sense of proximity that enhances the intimacy of the
ornamented chorales.”

24 Hours (Australia)
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®ELBA

FROM THE HOUSE OF
MASTER BOHM

Georg Bohm
John 0’'Donnell harpsichord
MR301143 (CD)

Praeludium in G minor

Suite in C minor

Partite sopra “Ach wie nichtig, ach wie fliichtig”
Menuet in G major

Suite in E-flat major

Partite sopra “Wer nur den lieben Gott ldfst walten”

Suite in F minor
Suite in A minor
Quverture in D major

“0'Donnell’s scholarly rigour is reflected not only in his
playing, but in the interesting, detailed booklet essay.
Limelight (Australia)

”
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THE VIRTUOSO PIANO MUSIC OF
GEORGE FREDERICK BOYLE

World Premiere Performances
Timothy Young piano
MR301137 (CD)

The disc includes world premiere recordings of Boyle's
Ballade, the Sonata and the Five Piano Pieces.

“ Another triumph for Melba...inspired...Timothy Young’s
debut solo recording for Melba confirms the exceptional
promise he showed as an accompanist on marvellous
discs of Stravinsky and Koechlin. . .” Audiophilia
(Canada)

“a fine introduction to a body of work wholly unknown
to all but connoisseurs... For Timothy Young, this is
an obvious labor of love, animated by tremendous
energy, muscular aplomb, and complete identification.
Admiringly reccommended.” Fanfare (US)
www.melbarecordings.com.au
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THE ROMANTIC CLARINET

Paul Dean clarinet
Stephen Emmerson piano
MR301138 (CD)

Brahms: Sonata No. 7 in F minor, Op. 120, No.1
Brahms: Sonata No. 2 in E-flat major, Op. 120, No.2
Brahms: Lieder transcriptions from Acht Lieder und
Gesdnge, Op. 57:

Es triumte mir, Op. 57 No 3

Ach, wende diesen Blick, Op. 57 No.4

Unbewegte laue Luft, Op. 57 No.8
Schumann: Drei Fantasiestticke, Op. 111




PAUL

DEAN
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BENJAMIN BRITTEN:
FOLKSONG ARRANGEMENTS

Steve Davislim tenor
Simone Young piano
MR301120 (SACD)

12 www.melbarecordings.com.au

“Iwould simply add that Davislim, Young and Melba
Recordings have (remarkably) excelled themselves; this
release is worth several times its weight in gold.”
Music and Vision Daily (UK)

“This is without doubt a disc well worth recommending
and a tenor to watch over the next few years.”
Web La Opera (Spain)

“Tenor Steve Davislim’s timbre and passionate style

of singing is often reminiscent of that of Pears in this
excellent collection of Britten’s folksong arrangements.
New Classics (UK)

”

“The recording is very alive and sophisticated . . .
| loved the smooth, rich sound and lifelike textures . ..
Recommended!” Positive Feedback Online (US)



LA SOMNAMBULE

Ferdinand Hérold
Orchestra Victoria

Richard Bonynge conductor
MR301087 (SACD)

La somnambule can be considered as the first in
the line of the great 19th Century Romantic ballets.
Neglected for more than 150 years, Hérold's sparkling
score, which precedes Bellini’s La sonnambula by four
years, is gloriously revived in a state-of-the-art Super
Audio recording with Orchestra Victoria superbly
conducted by Richard Bonynge.

“How could such fine music as this have remained
neglected until now with this premiére recording?
Orchestra Victoria responds intuitively to Bonynge’s
direction and delicacy of touch. . . The SACD sound is
excellent.”

MusicWeb International (UK) —

Recording of the Month

“Afascinating buy. . . a pleasure to hear. . . Bonynge
and his orchestra give it a loving and, when needed,
fizzing performance, and the recording is clear and well
balanced”

Gramophone (UK)

“Not to be missed. . . brilliant work. . . to be

recommended. Magnificent.”
Opus Haute Définition (France)
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VOLUPTE

Music for viola and piano

Charles Koechlin & Joseph Jongen
Roger Benedict viola

Timothy Young piano

Ben Jacks horn

MR301126 (CD)

** A Top Ten Album of 2010**
The Classical Review (UK)

14 www.melbarecordings.com.au

“Voluptuous indeed are the sounds embedded in this
recording of music from the fin de siécle. . . Benedict
captures the music’s elusive atmosphere, dressing

it in the velvety sounds of his Testore and taking the
occasional virtuoso flights easily in his stride. Melba’s
sound and presentation are equally attractive.”

The Strad (UK)

“..atruly outstanding recital, magnificently recorded...
It takes a giant imaginative leap to recall or envisage a
more superlative, commanding viola and piano recital
than Volupté. This release is one of Melba Recordings’
loveliest unchallenged winners.”

Music and Vision Daily (UK)










RICHARD BONYNGE
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MASSENET: HIS LIFE AND MUSIC

55 minute documentary film

Richard Bonynge (Narrator)

Rosamund llling, Richard Bonynge and the Australian
Opera & Ballet Orchestra

MR2000 (DVD)

..a cogent argument for Massenet’s enduring popularity.”
Opera Now (UK)

...masterly piece of film which establishes a standard for
the future of music documentaries.” The Age (Australia)

“...technically, one of the finest DVDs |'ve seen...absolute
demonstration quality and it was done here in Australia.”
The Bulletin (Australia)

“Like having Grove’s Dictionary of Music & Musicians
come to life...keep Massenet’s candle burning bright.”
24 Hours (Australia)
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SUBLIME MOZART

Works for Clarinet

Paul Dean clarinet

The Queensland Orchestra
Guillaume Tourniaire conductor
Grainger Quartet

MR301122 (SACD)

“Sublime Mozart indeed!. . . as near perfection as one
could ever expect to hear.”
SA-CD. NET (UK)
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“Paul Dean shapes the lovely melodic arches in both
works with a sure musical instinct, producing a rich,
mellow tone and manifesting exceptional control—
the softest notes always speak without a hint of
breathiness. . . As is typical of this label, the packaging
is lavish.”

The Absolute Sound (US)

“Outstanding performances, recorded with Melba’s
usual rich sonics. The release lives up to its title:
Sublime Mozart...” Classical CD Review (US)




BELOVED OF THE GODS “The whole performance of this wonderful work is a
delight, and one would be hard pressed to identify any

Mozart and Mendelssohn finer version from the many (D recordings available.”

Dean Emmerson Dean trio SA-CD.NET (UK)

Tinalley String Quartet

MR301121 (SACD) “His string quartets are hardly lacking in recordings,
though I'll wager that truly great ones are in short

Mozart: Trio for Clarinet, Viola & Piano in E flat supply, and this one’s certainly that. . . Melba’s

major, K498, ‘Kegelstatt” production values are splendid as usual—some of the

Mozart arr. Emmerson: Papamina Suite best in the business. . . add to it the angelic playing of

Mendelssohn: String Quartet No. 2 in A minor, Op. 13, these performers, you have an hour in heaven for sure

Ist es wahr?’ Fanfare (US)
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MELBA

PUGCINI =PASSION

CHERYL BARKER - RICHARD BONYNGE
STATE ORCHESTRA OF VICTORIA
THE RICHARD BONYNGE EDITION

22 www.melbare delge[[ilsXdeIp¥EIT]

PUCCINI = PASSION

Cheryl Barker soprano
Orchestra Victoria

Richard Bonynge conductor
MR301110 (SACD)

“Barker is known as a highly skilled and committed
singer who gives her all on the stage. . . her tone,
support of the voice and vocal characterisation is a
joy. ... Barker’ interpretations make as satisfying

a disc of this demanding repertoire as | have heard

in along time.” MusicWeb International (UK)—
CD OF THE MONTH

“We can savour Cheryl Barkers true verismo art. . .
there’s more than sufficient within the Passion selection
to recommend unstintingly.” Music and Vision (UK)

“Cheryl Barker...takes the listener to the emotional heart
of the music.” Opus Haute Définition (France)




CHERY

L BARKER

www.melbarecordings.com.au
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SONATA NO. 1IN D MINOR, OP.28 - SONATA NO.2 IN B FLAT MINOR, OP.36

24
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RAKHMANINOV

Sonata No.1 in D minor, Op. 28
Sonata No.2 in B Flat minor, Op. 36
Leslie Howard piano

MR301127 (CD)

“Uniquely compelling, powerfully shaped, and always
in total deference to the composer. . . In a very crowded
field, this is standout Rachmaninoff playing, and an
easy entry on my 2011 wish list.”

Fanfare (US)

“[Leslie Howard] brings to these recordings an
authoritative understanding of Czarist, Communist and
exile Russian society and its music, wedded throughout
to a staggering technique. . . A final word for Melba:
the Leslie Howard release epitomizes the company’s
outstanding production values with its superior audio,
quality packaging and innovative presentation.”
Musicand Vision (UK)

“Howard's performances are the finest yet issued of
these major works. The recording quality matches that
of the performances.”

International Record Review (UK)



TZIGANE

Music for Violin, Cello and Piano
by Maurice Ravel

Kristian Winther violin

Anthony Romaniuk piano

Michelle Wood cello

MR301115 (SACD)

“A degree of perfection that would be difficult to
surpass. . . this disc is absolutely indispensable.”
Mundo Clasico (Spain)

“All three bring exuberant and fresh artistry to the
celebrated pieces Deux mélodies hébraiques, Piéce en
forme de Habariera, Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 2,
the rarely performed Sonata for Violin and Cello and
the title work, Tzigane. These world-class performances
of Ravel’s exciting and colourful music are recorded

in superb SACD sound and the elegant packaging,
including a 34-page illustrated booklet, is of Melba’s
usual high standard.”

New Classics (UK)

“Winther really tears into the gypsy rhapsody with
qusto—more than I've heard from any other recording
of the work.”

% % % % % Audiophile Audition (US)
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ELAN

Ballet
World

Ascani
Orchesti
Guillau
MR301

World

“This is
momen
you kno!
of 19th
mandat
SA-CD.

“Melba’s usual exemplary sound perfectly
frames performances of impressive feeling and
impeccable fluidity. .. another remarkable find
from an increasingly essential label. A strong
contender for my disc of the year.” J % % %
The Classical Review (US)

“...the intelligence and rarity of the program are
all quite enchanting.” Diapason (France)

“It would be hard to imagine better
performances...Guillaume Tourniaire and

his orchestra bring it off perfectly...a winner.”
Fanfare (US)




GUILLAUME TOURNIAIRE
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WINTERREISE

Franz Schubert

Steve Davislim tenor
Anthony Romaniuk piano
MR301119 (SACD)

“A spell-binding and compulsive performance...a
Winterreise worthy to be counted amongst the best.
% % %k % SA-CD.NET (UK)

”

“...the work of a masterful singer...a performance of
Winterreise that ranks with the finest | have heard.”
Fanfare (US)

“A spell-binding and compulsive performance. . .
a Winterreise worthy to be counted amongst the best.”
% % %k % SA-CD.NET (UK)

“Without further ado let me say Steve Davislim’s account
of Schuberts grippingly abject Winterreise cycle is a
deeply felt, superbly cogent performance; a credit to
tenor, pianist, and Melba’s recording team. . . Steve
Davislim and Anthony Romaniuk have earned
a place among the highest achievers in Schubert’s
finest lied creation.”

Music and Vision (UK)

“Australian tenor Steve Davislim. . . is an extraordinary
artist who has it all. . . This recording of Schubert’s
Winterreise is outstanding displaying the same
qualities that distinguished his recent disc of
Strauss lieder.”

Classical CD Review (US)

www.melbarecordings.com.au 29



SHOSTAKOVICH: SYMPHONY NO.10

The Australian Youth Orchestra
Alexander Anissimov conductor
MR301105 (SACD)

“The audio presentation possesses transparency without
seeming at all analytical. There’s plenty of high-
resolution competition with this work, but none that’s
superior to Melbass, in terms of performance or sonics.”
The Absolute Sound (USA) —

Golden Ear Award 2007

30 www.melbarecordings.com.au

“Don't let the fact that there is a “Youth Orchestra’
involved here put you off. This s a first-rate
performance of Shostakovich’s 10th Symphony. . . those
who love the piece and also acknowledge the potential
for great sound to promote the Tenth’s essential
message shouldn't hesitate to acquire this SACD.”
Fanfare (US)

“Powerful, without weakness. . . the result is stunning.
This recording is a major achievement.”
La France Catholique (France)




THROUGH A GLASS DARKLY

Roger Smalley Chamber Works
Australian String Quartet

Darryl Poulsen horn

Paul Wright violin

Roger Smalley piano

MR301112 (CD)

“Smalley is neither parodist nor plunderer. He engages
earnestly with an orthodox version of European
musical history, filtering the authority of the Romantics
through that of his own experience. With scrupulous
craft and a troubled sense of restored tonality, Smalley
tests the possibility of continuities between a past and
current contexts.”

The Guardian (UK)

In years to come this disc will also have documentary
historic significance. . . A stunningly vivid recording of
three rewarding contemporary works.”

Music Web International (UK)

www.melbarecordings.com.au 31
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SEDUCTION

Songs by Richard Strauss
Steve Davislim tenor

State Orchestra of Victoria
Simone Young conductor
MR301108 (SACD)

“This is a superlative disc. . . Davislim is robust and
luxurious. . . This is one of the loveliest Strauss discs to
come along in many years — and anyone who enjoys
the composer’s way with words and music shouldn’t
miss it.” (AlIMusic Guide USA)

“A real pleasure. . . [Davislim’s] pliant and supple
phrasing, his clear love of singing this music, and the
remarkable partnership he and Simone Young forge
in this music communicate so fully to the listener that
it is impossible to turn away from it. . . this is a very
enthusiastic recommendation.”

Fanfare (US)

“An outstanding recital by an excellent young tenor
singing superb Strauss. . . [Davislim] is worth

being spoken of in the same breath as his notable
predecessors of similar voice— Peter Anders and fritz
Wunderlich — praise can hardly be higher than that.”
Gramophone (UK)




STEVE DAVISLIM &
SIMONE YOUNG
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MUSIC OF

VAUGHAN WILLIAMS

(hELBA

AND BRITTEN

MICHAEL DAUTH violin
ROGER BENEDICT viola
CANTILLATION

STEVE DAVISLIM tenor
HAMER QUARTET

BENJAMIN MARTIN piano




ROGER BENEDICT
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TURBULENT HEART

Music of Vierne & Chausson
Steve Davislim tenor

The Queensland Orchestra
Guillaume Tourniaire conductor
MR301123 (SACD)

Vierne: Les Djinns, Op. 35

Vierne: Eros, Op. 37

Vierne: Ballade du désespéré, Op. 61

Vierne: Pysché, Op. 33

Chausson: Poéme de I'amour et de la mer, Op. 19

38  www.melbarecordings.com.au

Le Prix Gabriel Fauré—for best interpretation—
I'Académie du Disque Lyrique
**Le Diamant d'Opéra** (Special Commendation,
Opéra magazine)

Gramophone (UK) ‘Editor’s Choice’

Classic FM Magazine (UK) ‘Editor’s Choice’

“A revelation and one of the highlights of the start of
2010...0ne cannot overstate the ideal understanding
of this music—coming after Héléne and Nuit persane
on the same label—that...Guillaume Tourniaire
shows here. . . he heads a magnificent orchestra that is
cohesive and replete with individual colours...there can
be only one imperative—Discover!”

**Le Diamant d'Opéra**—Opéra (France)




WAGNER: DAS RHEINGOLD

John Brocheler Wotan

John Wegner Alberich

Richard Greager Mime

Elizabeth Campbell Fricka

The State Opera of South Australia
Asher Fisch conductor
MR301089-90 (2 SACDs)

“This production features above all the conducting
of Asher Fisch, whose command of the musical
architecture is truly impressive...

Performance / Sound: % % % % %"
Opus (Canada)

“This is one of the most viscerally propulsive Rheingolds
on disc. A large part of the credit goes to Fisch and

the exemplary playing of the Adelaide Symphony.

The orchestra has a gorgeous, warm sound. . .
Performance / Sound: % % s % %"

AllMusic Guide (US)

“This recording has much to recommend it...Above all,
there’s Asher Fisch’s conducting, expansive and lyrical...
with splendid playing from the Adelaide Symphony
Orchestra. And the almost entirely Australian cast rise
admirably to the challenge.

Sound: % %k k"

BBC Music Magazine (UK)

“This Rheingold recording is a great achievement...
Fisch’s direction is fluid and energetic...”

Opus Haute Définition (France) —

Opus d’or award

“The sound is gorgeous...The packaging sets an

industry standard.”
American Record Guide (US)
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WAGNER: DIE WALKURE

Stuart Skelton Siegmund

Deborah Riedel Sieglinde

Richard Green Hunding

John Brocheler Wotan

Lisa Gasteen Briinnhilde

The State Opera of South Australia
Asher Fisch conductor
MR301091-94 (4 SACDs)

“As ground-breaking as Georg Solti’s 1959—66
Decca recording.” Bloomberg (US)

“A significant moment in the history of opera.”
Opera (UK)

“Worthy of the latest Bayreuth productions.”
Classique News (France)

“Technically superb. . . some of the most remarkable
playing I've ever heard. . . Sound quality 10/10.”
Classics Today (US)

“The performance is matched by rich SACD sound—
warm, full, smooth, with great clarity and perfect
balance between all the forces. The Ring could not get a
better introduction to SACD. Y Y Y J %

Acoustic Sounds (US)

“The clearest and most well-balanced operatic recording
| have heard. . . a defining moment for the high
resolution audio format. . . Sonics: Y Y Y J %
SA-CD.NET (UK)
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WAGNER: SIEGFRIED

Gary Ridout Siegfried

Lisa Gasteen Briinnhilde

Richard Greager Mime

John Bracheler Wotan

Liane Keegan Erda

The State Opera of South Australia
Asher Fisch conductor
MR301095-98 (4 SACDs)

“It is immediately evident what a superb Wagnerian
the company has in Asher Fisch. . . the most sheerly
enjoyable Siegfried...made excitingly vivid in multi-
channel SACD. Performance and Sound: Y Y Y Yy ”
BBC Music Magazine (UK)

BBC Music Choice: Opera
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“This Siegfried is something else...a performance
that grows from quality beginnings into something
special...Fisch’s conducting underpins every moment
of this great performance. Y % % % % ”

Classic FM Magazine (UK)

Opera Disc of the Month

“As it moves towards its ending, the Adelaide Ring
assumes an increasingly imposing profile.”
Gramophone (UK)

“A ‘must own’ recording...the perfect album to sample
just how realistic a multi-channel SACD can sound...
Performance and Sonics: Y Yk Yk Y Y

SA-CD.NET (UK)

“Melba’s stunning warmth and clarity of sound ensure

that the continuous web of leitmotives supporting the
vocal lines is always in evidence...Performance and Sound:
1 2.8.2.0. ¢

Opus (Canada)




WAGNER: GOTTERDAMMERUNG

Timothy Mussard Siegfried

Lisa Gasteen Briinnhilde

Duccio dal Monte Hagen
Jonathan Summers Gunther
Joanna Cole Gutrune

The State Opera of South Australia
Asher Fisch conductor
MR301099-102 (4 SACDs)

“A significant moment in the history of opera.”
Opera (UK)

“Sensationally recorded...the best-sounding cycle on
the market to date, bar none.” Gramophone (UK)

“The superb Australian tetralogy is completed
with the release of the fourth box set devoted to
Gotterddmmerung...in unrivalled sound that carries
the listener right into the theatre.” Anaclase (France)

“The orchestra virtually matches its counterparts in
Vienna, Berlin and New York...Asher Fisch has shown
himself to be a Wagnerian of the highest order. . .
Performance: Y e Yk  / Sound: Yk Yk Y K
Opus (Canada)

“Superb, live-wire playing from every orchestral
department. . . outstanding. . . as good as you'll get.
The chorus sings out of its collective skin [and] Asher
Fisch conducts and shapes the work’s huge trajectory
with the surest touch. Y J ¥

Classic FM Magazine (UK) —

Opera and Vocal Disc of the Month
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WAGNER: DER RING DES NIBELUNGEN  “..under Asher Fisch’s inspired conducting. . . a powerful, solid
Highlights presentation of Wagner’s masterpiece.”

Classical CD Review (US)
The State Opera of South Australia
Asher Fisch conductor ...the remarkable Melba recordings featuring Asher Fisch...
MR301133-34 (2 SACDs) thrilling performances...Immaculately recorded”

New Classics (UK)
“A sonic experience that is overwhelming. . . the balance
is impeccable...Asher Fisch has the full measure of the ~ “Spectacular sound; deserves many accolades...Take a bow,
work.” MusicWeb International (UK) Maestro Fisch” Otago Daily Times (NZ)

s %k %k 4 stars performance/ s s %3 4% stars  “..the nicest thing that any music lover could find in their

sound this remarkable Australian achievement...this stocking this Xmas!” Audiophilia (Canada)

compelling Australian Ring Y Y Y%  SA-CD.NET

(UK) “the Siegmund of Stuart Skelton really impressed us...worth
seeking out.” Forum Opera (France)

“..accolades enthused at Melba’s sonic excellence...”
Music and Vision Daily (UK)
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LISA GASTEEN
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A LOTU/ BLO/JOMING

ZEMLIN/KY Trio for Clarinet, Cello and Piano
ME//IAEN Quartet for the End of Time

EN/EMBLE LIAI/ON
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THE ART OF NANCE GRANT

Nance Grant soprano

Geoffrey Parsons piano

with various orchestras and conductors
MR301135-36 (2 CDs)

An important historic recording which demonstrates
the artistry of the exceptional Australian soprano
Nance Grant.

On this two disc set, we hear her in recital with
pianist Geoffrey Parsons, and singing arias with four
Australian orchestras.

The collection includes music by Mozart, Donizetti,
Beethoven, Wagner and Strauss.

(D 1: Nance Grant & Geoffrey Parsons in Recital
Featuring music by Grieg, Hageman and Strauss

(D 2: Nance Grant—Arias, Opera and Oratorio
Featuring music by Mozart, Donizetti, Beethoven,
Wagner, Strauss and Mendelssohn

"..Nance Grant was the owner of one of the more
important voices of the 20th century...beautiful,
soaring lines...Das Opernglas (Germany)

“Distinctive vocal qualities of a very high order.”
MusicWeb International (UK)

“opulent timbre...a luminous top in a perfect blend of
registers...More please!” Forum Opéra (France)

“Her Ariadne is magnificent—this is regal singing
that soars through Strauss’s vocal demands with ease.”
Fanfare (US)




One CD guaranteed to get him singing in the bath...

aone in your life

“’b The Floral Dance and other Peter Dawson Favourites,
°® sung by Gregory Yurisich with the Tasmanian Symphony
‘0 Orchestra and David Lloyd Jones
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BACK FROM OBLIVION

Ophideide recital
Nick Byrne ophicleide
David Miller piano
MR301111(CD)

“Awonderful CD. ... superb musicality. . . a great and
diverse program played by a great artist. Bravissimo
Nick Byrne!”

Roger Bobo (TubaNews / Blogspot (Japan)
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“Byrne provides a tour-de-force...together with
accompanist, David Miller, they wear their learning
and virtuosity lightly. The result is a highly enjoyable
and entertaining recital which reveals the immense
possibilities of a neglected instrument.”

MusicWeb International (UK)

“The instrument is expertly handled by Nick Byrne...
one of the leading exponents of the ophicleide today...
This amazing disc is full of great pieces...and gets our
highest recommendation.”

Just for Brass (US)







BENAUD TRIO

Piano Trios by Edwards, Stanhope, Hindson, Buc
Amir Farid piano

Lachlan Bramble violin

Ewen Bramble cello

MR3011389 (CD)

Ross Edwards: Piano Trio (1998)

Paul Stanhope: Piano Trio ‘Dolcissimo Uscignolo’ (2007)
Matthew Hindson: Piano Trio (2007)

Nicholas Buc: Trailer Music (2009)

“The Australian Benaud Trio offer superb performances
on their debut disc.” Gramophone (UK)
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“Music lovers who by-pass the kaleidoscope of moods
inherent in such riveting premiers will be missing out
on a (D of exceptional providence.”

Music and Vision Daily (UK)

“This Australian trio (Benaud) delights with its precision
and youthful vitality. It plays sparkling chamber

music by four compatriots, who prove they are highly
innovative and entertaining composers. Don't miss

this disc! Otago Daily Times (NZ)

“All the works have been cleverly arranged and
programmed, with each subsequent piece more
challenging and complex than the last...What lingers
is the feeling of endless ideas and confidence in these
composers’ bright, unprissy writing...Sound is bright
and forward, matching the young drive and talent
of the performers...this disc is a real charmer.”
Fanfare (US)




BENAUD TRIO
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CHERRY RIPE

Vocal treasures of the 18th and 19th centuries
Deborah Riedel soprano

Arcadia Lane Orchestra

Richard Bonynge conductor

MR301118 (CD)

“This enchanting journey into neglected musical byways
makes a fitting tribute to Deborah Riedel...Her
gorgeous voice brings great warmth and tenderness
to these charming songs.”

New Classics (UK)

“A unique, timeless recording.”
Forum Opéra (France)

www.melbarecord
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DAVID TONG

Rakhmaninov, Chopin, Liszt
David Tong piano
MR301086 (CD)

Rakhmaninov: Sonata No. 2 in B flat minor, Op. 36
Rakhmaninov: Dix Préludes, Op. 23 No. 5 in G minor
Rakhmaninov: Treize Préludes, Op. 32 No. 5 in G major
Chopin: Scherzo No. 3 in C sharp minor, Op. 39
Chopin: Douze Etudes, Op. 10, No. 1in C major

Liszt: ‘Gondoliera;, ‘Canzone’ and ‘Tarantella’

from Venezia e Napoli, 162

Liszt: Der Tanz in der Dorfschenke, Erster Mephisto-
Walzer, S515

Liszt: Douze Etudes d'exécution transcendante, No. 8 in
Cminor ‘Wilde Jagd, 5137

“One of the best pianists of his generation.”
Klassik-Musik (Germany)

“Four international pianists, including two Russians,

are gathered in a room, listening to an unidentified

(D. ‘Guess that pianist’ is the game. ‘Horowitz’s power!’
declares one. ‘o, Gilels’ passion; comes a retort. For
sheer poetry, it has to be Richter, asserts another. All
wrong! Try the young David Tong. . . There is something
spectral and spooky here: how can someone so young
have such insight into and command of this hallowed
keyboard tradition? The clarity and acuity of his
musical perception, buttressed by buckets of technique,
bespeak a musical maturity in volcanically hot property
that has confounded the experts. % % %

The Australian (Australia)



DAVID TONG
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ENCORE MY GOOD SIR

Lin Jiang horn
Benjamin Martin piano
MR301116 (CD)

“Lin has an irreproachable technique: his tone is warm,
round and burnished, his attacks are immaculate, and
he has the agility to make even the most treacherous
of these works sound thrillingly spontaneous and
practically effortless.”

AllMusic Guide (US)

“In all, a remarkable talent and a delightful disc.”
MusicWeb International (UK)
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“One of the most exciting horn soloists of his
generation. . .it’s a surefire winner.”
Music and Vision Daily (UK)

“..a splendid, wide-ranging recital...Lin Jiang’s horn-
playing is technically dazzling; nothing seems beyond
him, from scales of the utmost rapidity to wide-
ranging leaps and the aggressive whoops and splats
that pepper some of the pieces. His dynamic range
is impressive, extending from feathery pianissimo to
full-throated forte; his intonation is always precise; his
tone, luscious. Benjamin Martin (is) an excellent pianist,
in energetic, sensitive, and nuanced performances.”
Fanfare (US)




LINJIANG
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THE FLORAL DANCE
AND OTHER PETER DAWSON
FAVOURITES

Gregory Yurisich bass-baritone
Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra
David Lloyd-Jones conductor
MR301109 (SACD)

“Superbly sung by bass-baritone Gregory Yurisich. . .
This is a class production, highly recommended.”
Classical CD Review (US)

“The songs are sung with good clarity and

delivered at a comfortably brisk pace. . . an ideal (D to
bring memories of yesteryear flooding back. . . Gregory
Yurisich sings with style and precision. . . resembles a
Robson in timbre, wide compass and powerful delivery.”
MusicWeb International (UK)
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GRAND

Dance by Graeme Murphy
Scott Davie piano
MR301088 (CD)

Featuring music by Arlen and Harburg (arr. Jarrett),
J.S. Bach, Beethoven, Cowell, Debussy, Gershwin,
Ginastera, Ligeti, Liszt, Ravel, Shostakovich, Skryabin,
Takemitsu, Villa-Lobos and Fats Waller.

“Graeme Murphy’s dance work Grand was all about

the piano and, by default, all about his mother,

whose ‘sweet touch on the keyboard set my baby feet
dancing! This CD is the ‘soundtrack’ of the ballet, played
persuasively, beguilingly, by Scott Davie. . . Itis a
marvellously effective mosaic of movement and
lyricism that is perfect to listen to on long journeys or
on a cold night.” The Sunday Age (Australia)
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PHOENIX STORY

Chopin, Rachmaninov, Kats-Chernin
Pei-Jee Ng cello

Pei-Sian Ng cello

David Tong piano

MR301113 (CD)

Chopin: Cello Sonata in G minor, Op. 65
Rachmaninov: Cello Sonata in G minor, Op. 19
Kats-Chernin: Phoenix Story (2007)

“The resulting performance is stunningly successful...
| couldn’t have stood much more passion.”
Fanfare (US)

“All three artists show impressive technical
accomplishment; Tong is entirely at home with the
virtuoso aspects of both sonatas, and the twins both
possess beautiful, well centred, expressive tone.”
Gramophone (UK)



PEI-JEE & PEI-SIAN NG

www.melbarecordings.com.au 65



POWER OF LOVE

British Opera Arias

Deborah Riedel soprano

The Australian Opera and Ballet Orchestra
Richard Bonynge conductor

MR301107 (SACD)

“This is repertoire that will seduce you...Deborah Riedel,
supported by Bonynge’ sparkling accompaniment,
embarks on the journey with conviction...her voice
weaves a beautiful fabric.”

4 Diapasons
Diapason (France)
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“Any lover of Romantic opera should have this disc,
and will derive much pleasure from it...these are
lovely performances of some gorgeous and little-
known music” Fanfare (US)

“Riedel’s voice is reminiscent of Dame Joan
Sutherland’s voice at its best.”
The Classical Music Guide (US)




PURE DIVA “This fine tribute to Joan Hammond will further

OTHTCTER . enhance Bar‘k'er’s reputation as a soprano of
P U RE Tribute to Joan Hammond great versatility.” SA-CD.NET (UK)
Cheryl Barker soprano
D I V A Queensland Symphony Orchestra “full of emotion and exquisite pianissimo singing, Barker
ARSI Guillaume Tourniaire conductor is at her best...the recording is first class...
JOAN HAMMOND Timothy Young piano 50 much to...admire and savour.
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA MR301129 (SACD) MusicWeb International (UK)

GUILLAUME TOURNIAIRE

“A really very beautiful release. Barker has the vocal
armoury of a particularly expressive artist...”

e Forum Opéra (France)
OFFENBACH
PURCELL

“a beautiful recital...dramatic engagement at every
turn, distilling passion or melancholy according to
the arias...” Parutions.com (France)
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SMOKE ENCRYPTED WHISPERS

Samuel Wagan Watson poetry

Southern Cross Soloists
Ron Haddrick narrator

MR301140 (CD)

Poetry by leading indigenous poet Samuel Wagan
Watson with interludes composed by:

Tom Adeney
Damian Barbeler
Will Barton
Betty Beath
Gerard Brophy
Lisa Cheney
Peter Clark
Stephen Cronin
Robert Davidson
Paul Dean
Louise Denson
John Gilfedder

Ralph Hultgren
Michael Knopf
Stephen Leek
Mary Mageau
Freeman McGrath
Richard Mills
Sean 0'Boyle
Peter Rankine
Marianne Scholem
Stephen Stanfield
Toby Wren

*....listen to the music on this remarkable (D...a

sonic tapestry of contemporary Brisbane, as torpid as
asummer day, as threatening as a thundershower. . .
Dean’s seven-member group the Southern Cross Soloists
plays with its customary precision and panache.
Soprano Margaret Schindler negotiates some tricky
territory in several of the settings. Rarely do we hear
the entire ensemble together, which makes for variety
and vigour in texture. Altogether, the performances are
luminous, too elegant almost for the gritty underbelly
that Watson’s texts celebrate. . . the Brisbane of
yesteryear, its imagery, sounds and characters linger
lovingly in the memory.”

Weekend Australian
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ICAL INDEX OF COMPOSERS

Brahms, Johannes 10
Brain, Dennis 58

Britten, Benjamin 12, 36
Brophy, Gerard 70
Brumby, Colin 62

Bug, Nicholas 52, 54

Chausson, Ermnest 38
Cheney, Lisa 70
Chopin, Frédéric 56, 64
Cilea, Francesco 51
Cimarosa, Domenico 55
(lark, Peter 70

Coates, Eric 67

Coward, Leslie 60
Cowell, Henry 63
Crescentini, Girolamo 55
Cronin, Stephen 70

Dagnelies, Dieudonné 50
Dalayrac, Nicolas 55

Damase, Jean-Michel 68
Damrosch, Walter 60
Davidson, Robert 70
Davies, Peter Maxwell 58
Dean, Paul 70

Debussy, Claude 63
Demersseman, Jules 50
Denson, Louise 70
Donizetti, Gaetano 48
Dukas, Paul 68

Dvotak, Antonin 54, 67

Edwards, Ross 52, 62
Elgar, Edward 50, 60

Faccio, Franco 51

Faraday, Philip Michael 66
Fraser-Simpson, Harold 60
French, William Percy 60

Generali, Pietro 55

German, Edward 60

Gershwin, George 63

Gilfedder, John 70

Ginastera, Alberto 63

Giordano, Umberto 51

Gomes, Antonio Carlos 51
Gounod, Charles 51

Grainger, Percy Aldridge 62
Grétry, André Ermest Modeste 55
Grieg, Edvard 48, 50

Hageman, Richard 48
Handel, George Frideric 50
Harburg, Edgar 63

Hart, Fritz 62

Hasse, Johann Adolph 55
Hérold, Ferdinand 13

Hill, Alfred 62

Hindemith, Paul 58
Hindson, Matthew 52
Hook, James 55
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Knopf, Michael 70

Keechlin, Charles 14, 68
Koehne, Graeme 62
Korngold, Erich Wolfgang 67
Kummer, Gotthelf Heinrich 50

Lambert, Frank 60
Leek, Stephen 70
Leoncavallo, Ruggero 51
Ligeti, Gyorgy 63

Liszt, Franz 15, 56, 63
Lockton, Edward 60

Mageau, Mary 70

Marais, Marin 58

Martiny Soler, Vicente 55
Marshall-Hall, George William
Louis 68

Mascagni, Pietro 51
Massenet, Jules 16,18
Mayr, Johann Simon 55

McGrath, Freeman 70
Mendelssohn, Felix 21,48
Mercury, Freddie 54

Messiaen, Oliver 46

Mills, Richard 62,70

Molloy, James L. 60

Moss, Katie 60

Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus 20,
21,48

Murray, Alan 60

Newton, Ernest 60

0'Hogan, Betsy 60
0'Boyle, Sean 70
Offenbach, Jacques 67

Paisiello, Giovanni 55
Piazzolla, Astor 50
Ponchielli, Amilcare 51
Portugal, Marcos Antdnio da
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Fonseca 55
Poulenc, Francis 58
Proctor, Simon 50
Puccini, Giacomo 22
Purcell, Henry 67

Rachmaninov (Rakhmaninov),
Sergei 24, 50,56, 64
Rankine, Peter 70

Ravel, Maurice 25, 63

Saint-Saéns, Camille 26,28, 51
Salonen, Esa-Pekka 58
Sanderson, Wilfred 60

Scholem, Marianne 70
Schubert, Franz 29

Schuller, Gunther 58

Schultz, Andrew 62

Schumann, Robert 10, 58
Settle, Ronald 67

Shostakovich, Dmitri 30, 63

Skyrabin, Alexander 63
Smalley, Roger 31
Smetana, Bedfich 54
Smith, Beasley 60
Speaks, Oley 60
Stanfield, Stephen 70
Stanford, Charles Villiers 60
Stanhope, Paul 52
Storace, Stephen 55
Strauss, Richard 42,48
Stravinsky, Igor 34
Sullivan, Arthur 60, 66

Takemitsu, Toru 63

Tate, James W. 60
Tchaikovsky, Peter 67
Telemann, Georg Philipp 61
Terracini, Paul 68
Thalben-Ball, George 62
Thayer, Pat 60

Torch, Sidney 60

Vaughan Williams, Ralph 36, 60
Verdi, Giuseppe 67

Vierne, Louis 38

Villa-Lobos, Heitor 63

Wagner, Richard 15,39, 41, 42,
43,44,48

Wallace, Raymond 60

Wallace, William Vincent 66
Waller, Thomas Fats 63

Winter, Peter von 55

Wren, Toby 70

Zalva, George L. 60
Zemlinsky, Alexander von 46
Zingarelli, Nicola Antonio 55



ALPHABETICAL INDEX OF PERFORMERS

Anissimov, Alexander 30

Arcadia Lane Orchestra 55

Atlas, Dalia 48

Australian Opera & Ballet Orchestra 16,
18,66

Australian String Quartet 31

Australian Youth Orchestra 30

Barker, Cheryl 22,23, 67
Barnes, Jennifer 41

Benaud Trio 52,53, 54
Benedict, Roger 14, 36,37
Boersma, Kees 61
Bogosavljevic, Svetlana 46
Bonynge, Richard 13,16, 17,18, 19,
22,51, 55,66

Bowman, Calvin 62
Brécheler, John 39,41, 42
Brunsdon, Andrew 39
Byrne, Nick 50

Campbell, Elizabeth 39, 41,43
Cantillation 36

Chen, Ray 34

Cole, Joanna 43

Collis, Andrew 39

dal Monte, Duccio 43

Dauth, Michael 36

Davislim, Steve 12,28, 29, 32,33,
36,38

Davie, Scott 63

Dean Emmerson Dean 21

Dean, Brett 21

Dean, Paul 10,11, 20,21,70
Delbridge, Lerida 21

Divall, Richard 48

Doig, Christopher 39

Downes, Edward 48

DuFore, Timothy 39

Dunlop, Donna-Maree 39,41, 43

Elizabethan Melbourne Orchestra 48
Elizabethan Sydney Orchestra 48
Emmerson, Stephen 10, 21
Ensemble Liaison 46

Fisch, Asher 15,39, 40,41, 42,43,44
Frazer, Tania 70

Gasteen, Lisa 41,42, 43,45
Grainger Quartet 20

Grant, Nance 48

Greager, Richard 39,42
Green, Richard 41

Griffiths, David 46

Haddrick, Ron 70
Hamer Quartet 36
Harper-Brown, Lisa 41
Hibbard, David 39,42
Howard, Leslie 24

Illing, Rosamund 16, 18, 28

Jacks, Ben 14,68
Jiang, Lin 58,59
Jones, Natalie 39,43

Keegan, Liane 39,41,42,43
Kenneally, Leanne 28

Ladner, Kate 39,41, 43
Luff, Peter 70
Lloyd-Jones, David 60

MacFarlane, Gaye 41,43

Martin, Benjamin 36,58
McKendree-Wright, Zan 28, 39,41, 43
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra 48
Miller, David 50

Mitchell, David 70

Mussard, Timothy 43
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NUMERICAL LISTING OF RECORDINGS

MR2000
MR301084-2
MR301086
MR301087
MR301088
MR301089-90
MR301091-94
MR301095-98
MR301099-102
MR301104
MR301105
MR301106
MR301107
MR301108
MR301109
MR301110
MR301111

Massenet: His Life and Music

J.S. Bach: Organ Works: The Leipzig Chorales
David Tong: Rakhmaninov, Chopin, Liszt

La somnambule

Grand: Dance by Graeme Murphy

Wagner: Das Rheingold

Wagner: Die Walkiire

Wagner: Siegfried

Wagner: Gotterdammerung

Believe in Love: Rare French and Italian Opera Arias
Shostakovich: Symphony No. 10

Amoureuse: Sacred and Profane Arias

Power of Love: British Opera Arias

Seduction: Songs by Richard Strauss

The Floral Dance And Other Peter Dawson Favourites
Puccini = Passion

Back from Oblivion

MR301112
MR301113
MR301114-2
MR301115
MR301116
MR301117
MR301118
MR301119
MR301120
MR301121
MR301122
MR301123
MR301124
MR301125
MR301126
MR301127

Through a Glass Darkly: Roger Smalley Chamber Works
Phoenix Story: Chopin, Rachmaninov, Kats-Chernin
Héléene | Nuit persane: Camille Saint-Saéns

Tzigane: Music for Violin, Cello and Piano by Maurice Ravel
Encore My Good Sir

Rhapsodie: Fantasie: Poéme

Cherry Ripe: Vocal Treasures of the 18th and 19th Centuries
Winterreise

Benjamin Britten: Folksong Arrangements

Beloved of the Gods: Mozart and Mendelssohn

Sublime Mozart: Works for Clarinet

Turbulent Heart: Music of Vierne & Chausson

The Galant Bassoon

J.S. Bach: Organ Sonatas BWV 525-530

Volupté: Music for Viola and Piano

Rakhmaninov: Sonata No.1 in D minor, Op. 28

Sonata No.2 in B Flat minor, Op. 36
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MR301128
MR301129
MR301130
MR301131
MR301132-33
MR301134
MR301135

Stravinsky Diversions: Music for Violin and Piano
Pure Diva: Tribute to Joan Hammond

Elan: Ballet Music from Operas by Saint-Saéns
Arcadia Lost: Music of Vaughan Williams and Britten
Wagner: Der Ring des Nibelungen Highlights
The Art of Nance Grant

A Lotus Blossoming: Zemlinsky and Messiaen
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MR301136
MR301137
MR301138
MR301139
MR301141
MR301142
MR301143
PD 70001

The Virtuoso Piano Music of George Frederick Boyle
Smoke Encrypted Whispers

The Romantic Clarinet

Benaud Trio

Asher Fisch: Liszt Wagner Paraphrases

Bohemian Rhapsody: Mercury|Buc, Smetana, Dvorak
From the House of Master Bohm

Gothic Toccata: The Melbourne Town Hall Grand Organ
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VISIT THE MELBA RECORDINGS WEBSITE WWW.MELBARECORDINGS.COM.AU
to purchase (Ds and track or album downloads which are offered in all formats from MP3 to Studio Master quality.



